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One Dear Leader double cheese, freedom fries 
and a Juche veggie set please!

Wri�en by Rob McGovern
Translated by Jaran Song
Keyword translation by Sooyoung Kim
Illustration by John Ku

“Would you like deep fried strips of potato with 
your minced beef and bread?”  Doesn’t sound nearly 
as appetizing as ‘A hamburger and fries’ does it?  

Residents of Pyongyang in North Korea, however, 
the seat of one of the most ardent anti-American 
nations in the world, may well be answering that 
question as you read this very article. Our perpetual 
sabre-ra�ling neighbors to the North announced 
earlier this year that they have decided that their 
people should not be denied a global culinary 
delight just because it is one 
of the most recognizable 
emblems of ‘US 
Imperialism’ and so opened  
its !rst fast food restaurant, 
called Samtaesong. 

It is the appearance of 
hamburgers that seems 
to have the world’s media 
salivating over the irony of 
a communist state serving 
up a symbol of capitalism 
to the faithful proletariat, 
but minced beef and bread 
isn’t the only delight on the 
menu. Customers will also 
be able to choose minced 
!sh and minced vegetables, 
as well as wa"es and fried 
chicken. #e place has been 
such a huge success that 
plans are not only afoot to 
open more branches around 
the capital, but to also add 
other international taste sensations to the menu. 
Croissants and hot dogs are among the planned 
additions. A hamburger comprised of minced beef, 
!sh or vegetables with bread, can be enjoyed for less 
than 2,000 won, which puts it out of the price range 
for the vast majority of the country’s estimated 24 
million people, as that equates to about half of their 
daily wage. 

#is is not the !rst foreign eatery to appear in 
North Korea, however. In December last year, the 

country’s !rst Italian restaurant opened a(er a decade 
long search for pizza perfection. Teams of Italian 
chefs were summoned to Pyongyang to teach army 
o)cers (on a ship anchored o+shore, no less) how to 
toss the dough like an Italian. Ever the perfectionist, 
#e Supreme Leader was not satis!ed with these 
inauthentic re-creations of traditional Neapolitan pizza 
and ordered his chefs to go to Naples and Rome to hone 
their military pizza-making skills further. #en, and 
only then, was he satis!ed enough to authorize that 
restaurant. Comrade Kim is said to be a connoisseur 

of, amongst other things, cognac, 
French wine, sushi, shark !n soup 
and caviar, and expects nothing 
but the best, which helps explain 
why he has wheat 0our, bu�er and 
cheese 0own in from Italy to make 
the !nest and most authentic 
pizzas. It does beg the question, 
however, of where he sources his 
ingredients for the minced beef 
and bread, especially as there 
can be few cows up North that 
are healthy enough to meet his 
incredibly high standards. 

In August of this year, beer 
commercials !rst appeared 
on state-run TV in the North, 
advertising their very own beer, 
Taedonggang, which is produced 
on the outskirts of Pyongyang 
in a brewery that, in a former 
life, brewed some of the !nest 
ales available in the Western 

countryside of England. #e brewery was bought by 
North Korea for a cool 2.8 billion won and shipped 
piece by piece to NK where it “relieves stress and 
improves health and longevity.” 

Beer and fried chicken? Real Italian pizza? And now 
hamburgers and fries? Maybe it is time for a trip up 
North. #en again, even the best tasting pizza might 
be hard to swallow, as crowds of emaciated onlookers 
watched your every bite.
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